CHEMISTRY  IN  AMERICA
chloric ether (ether chlorique). The term "chloric ether" had also heen used by Dr. Thomson in 1820 to describe the oil of the Dutch Chemists. Soubeiran gave two analyses of this product, which, while they prove that the body is not the "Dutch liquid/' failed to reveal its true constitution, which was first given by Dumas in 1834, in a memoir published by him in the same journal, and in this paper Dumas then gave to the new body the name by which it has ever since been known, chloroform.
Such, in brief, is the history of one of the most remarkable bodies ever discovered. While the " chloric ether" of Guthrie was a misnomer, the substance which he produced was chloroform, and the first use made of this agent in medical practice was at the suggestion of Prof. Silli-man, to Dr. Eli Ives, formerly Professor of Theory and Practice in Yale in 1832. The case in which he employed it was one of asthma in an aged person, who was relieved of a severe paroxysm by its use "more suddenly than she had been in any previous illness of the kind." Thus the therapeutic history of chloroform had its commencement from the teachings and practice of the Yale Medical School.
The question of absolute priority of the discovery of chloroform may give it to the French chemist Soubeiran, but a committee of the Medico-Chirurgical Society, of E din-burg, have awarded to Dr. Guthrie the merit of having first published an account of its therapeutic effects as a diffusible stimulant in 1832. Chloroform may, therefore, fairly be claimed as an American discovery. Guthrie also experimented with a boldness and rashness in the preparation of fulminating compounds, of which he manufactured large quantities, of various and original constitution, for commercial purposes. His papers on this subject in vol. XXI. (1832) of the American Journal of Science disclose his power as an originator of new methods in chemistry. This is true, also, of his process for the rapid conversion of potato starch into sugar, printed in the same volume.
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